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We gather, preserve and make available material relating to the history of Brooks and

neighboring communities having natural, economical and cultural affinity

Happy New Year

Membership dues are being accepted aswell assome
donations. Wegppreciatethe membership support. Dues
arewhat hel pskeep our Museum open. Maybeif you
haveasmall photo of themuseum add to thismessage.

BrooksCatholic Cemetery

L ocated on Brooklake Rdisnow under new ownership.
A group hasformed an association that overseesthe
running of the Cemetery. A new Crosswasdonated to
replace the one which stood in the center of the
Cemetery in the 1940s. Also a kiosk and sign was
donated by amember. Takeadrivedown and takea
look at the beautiful Historic site once owned by a
Brooks pioneer family, Edward LaFlemme. Thereis
much history in the BrooksMuseum onthefamily as
wall.

Information and questions contact 503-393-2053 or
goto our web pagealink off Oregon Pioneers.com.

2010 NW Ag Show

Our Musaumwill berepresentedin Portland at the EXPO
Center January 27, 28 and 29th. We are part of Antique
Powerland one of 15 Museums. Therewill beahuge
variety of antiquecars, tractors, truck and so much more.
A variety of artifacts, some never seen at Powerland
before. Thiswill giveyou an overview of thelargesite
and exhibitsin
Brooks. Antique
Powerland will
be housed in
Exhibit Hall C.
Please promote
this show if
possible and
stop by your
Museum booth.

American Flyer Train At
Brooks Depot Museum

Alfred Carlton Gilbert
Was born Feb. 13, 1884 in
Salem, Oregon. He was an
Athlete, inventor, toy-maker and
businessman. Alfred attended
schools in Salem, Pacific
University. 1913 ran the A.C.
Gilbert Co. During World War |
in 1918 a ban was put on toy
making. In 1938 he acquired
rights to the American Flyer toy
train line from W.O. Coleman
moving from Chicago to New Haven. He adopted the 3/16
scale for this train line while keeping the three-rail O-gauge.
track now associated with Lionel. Gilbert was lauded for
his strict adherence to scale realism; making the American
Flyer trains look more real and less toy-like. Upon his
retirement in 1954, his son took over the business.

Come visit our Brooks Depot Museum and look at
our newly acquired American Flyer O guage, Toy trains
donated by The Bob Brown family. Bob had played with
these rare toy trains as a youngster and now are for the
enjoyment of generations to come. Amuseum in Gilberts
birthplace Salem, Oregon, A.C. Gilbert Discovery Village,
is named in his honor.




Brooks Area Location
Project

Brooks|ocation project-Can you remember or help-
wearetrying to put together amap that will include
Route 1, Brooks, Oregon—Aswell asany buildings
that were at past locationsand are no longer there. If
you lived on the route when each house had arural
route box number rather than astreet addresswhere
did you fit on our map and who might have been your
neighbor and their box number back intheearly 1950's
(earlier or later too.). EX: Jones/Manning School,
Parkersville Hotel -Ramp Markets-Churches of
Brooks- Anyone who can remember please contact
BHS-503-390-0698

SiteMeeting January 5, 2010
Notes

1- Feesfor camping

2- Noearly set up before Thursand Friday

3- Steam Up entrance not before Thursday

4- Drainage havingissueswiththe French Drain

5- New houseto replace caretakersismoving forward,
will bemodeled after 20sand 30sstyle

6- Boy Scouts, about 800 on grounds
May 14-15and 16

7- Landscaping project moving forward

8- Steam Upfor 2010 will be 40th year at Powerland
Internationd isthetheme

9- Billboard or Advertisementsdiscussed

10- Jan 19, next Board of Governors

11- August 13 and 14 Sac mini rail groupwill behosted
by Willow Creek

12- Security- quite lengthy discussion, lock down
property at 10 pm, cardlock, of immediateattention
lighting repaired and added to the site, especially
ontheWest side.

Antique Powerland
Reaches 40

Thesignificance of thisyear for Antique Powerlandis
that it isthe 40th year and thetwentieth year sincethe
dedication of the Depot on the Power Land Grounds.

TheHigorica Society beganwithan Eighth Grade
History Project in Brooks, Oregonin 1985, and was
charteredinMarch of ' 86. TheBrooksRail Road Depot
wasoffered in 1988.InApril of ' 89theoffer of donation
was accepted and moved as adonation by Rainbow
moving company onAugust 20, 1989. Theshopclass
from GervaisHigh School had built theformsfor the
foundation and RossBrothershauled the concrete. After
thebuilding sat inastate of disrepair The WAPI group
enlistedtheaid of TheTrolley clubsand Greg Bonn
with John Nagy and hiswife stepped up and started
replacing rotten wood and making the place usable.
Variousmember clubsand personnd assstedthem. | did
not get al thenamesbut Harvey Hilandsand LesLayton
wereonthetop of thelist. These folksworked through
thewinter getting el ectrica permitsand wiring, putting
thewindowsinand muchmore. Later Greg Bonningdled
the heating system.

Theorigina understanding wasthat the Depot was
to be used jointly with the Oregon Electric Railway
Historical Society and they did keep many Itemson
display for several years. Weowealot of thanksto
theseclubsand people.....

Health Notes: Phyllisisnot driving and gave her car
away. Lenaisgoinginfor breast cancer, Adeleneeds
anew hip, and so doesFrank Cunningham, Dorene
needs new knees. George needsnew ears. These
goldenyearsaregetting rusty.



THE BEERS HOUSE

TheBrooksHistorica Society istherecipient of avery
old pictureof thehistoric BeersHouse, whichwasfrom
the sde of the Paul Witteman farm onWheatland Road
N. Thisisatreasured artifact astheBeersFamily played
animportant roleinthebeginningsof the Euro-American
settling inthe Willamette Valley and theforming of a
new government.

Alanson Beers, hiswifeand threechildren were
membersof the First Reinforcement to the Methodist
Mission established by Rev. Jason Leein 1834. A
Blacksmith by trade, hewasalay worker. They arrived
onthebrig Dianain 1837. Rachel brought acutting of
her favorite rose. She was the first American white
womanintheWillametteValley.

After the second reinforcement cameby shipin
September of 1837, new buildingsincluding agranary,
blacksmith shopsand the doctor’ sresidenceand hospita
were constructed, onemilesouth of themissonand on
higher ground.

In 1841 theMission moved towhat isnow Salem
andAlanson Beerspurchased theMisson Farmclaim,
including the granary, hospital and blacksmith shops.

The Granary for the Mission Farm was prominent
inearly Oregon history. It wasanintegral factor inthe
first Missionary establishment, and early development
of agricultureintheWillamette Valley. Itisespecialy
important becausethefirst Legidativecommitteeheld
their meetingsthere. It wasal so used asaschoolhouse
and churchfromtimetotime.

TheBoard of Missionssent Rev. George Gary to
replace Jason L ee as Superintendent of the Oregon
Missions. In 1844 Rev. Gary sold the mission farm,
granary, hospital, smithy and onelog cabintoAlanson
Beers. TheBeersDLC wasaspecial grant to protect
hisproperty rightsacquired fromtheMethodist Misson.
Thehospital Stehad been surveyed by JesseApplegate
in1843.

Rachel Beersdiedin 1848. When Alanson Beers
diedin 1853, heleft saven orphaned children. Although
Alansonwasavery wedthy manwith businessinterests
throughout thevalley, hischildren wereleft pennilessas
the administrator of the estate was converting the
property to hisown use. After atwo-year court battle,
theMission Farmwastheonly asset | eft for the Beers
children.

Oliver Beers, one of the seven-orphaned children
of Alanson Beers, started farming the home place at 16
and at 24 bought out hissiblings' interestsinthefarm.

Hemarried Margaret Meyersin 1870 and/then he
built the existing house over the hospital site. Thiswas
also inthe 1870s. There had been considerabledamage
tothe placeinthe 1861 flood. Rachel’ srose, now known
asTheMission Rosg, still bloomsby the old home.

Picture is Paul Witteman on the front porch of
his house 10602 Wheatland Rd N talking to a
group historians during the Mission Bottom

M emorial Remember ences

Fred Pugh
Ednal aHemme(Granner)
Rudy Augted
Merle Hap Hampton
Bob Appledoorn
Connie Uppendahl
Jim Manning
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MISSION STATEMENT
The objective of the Brooks Historical Society and Depot Museum is to be educational, to stimulate an

E interest in, and a knowledge of, the history of Brooks, Oregon, and the surrounding area.
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: MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION President - Larry Leek |
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s MEETINGS -
:: Rk The Brooks Historical Society meets at the Brooks :
= E-mail Depot Museum at 10AM the first Saturday of the 3T
: . month. -
= | Checks should be written to Directions to the museum at Antique Powerland:
': Brooks Historical Society From I-5 - take Exit 263 -- go west approx. 1/4 mile %=
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